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may either go on producing new forms in addition to
the already existing constituents of the universe, or be
destroyed and reduced back to the ultimate forms again.
Thus, the law of change helps both the creation and the
destruction of the material products of the universe,
Beside the everyday production and destruction of the
material products of the universe, there are the universal
creation and the universal dissolution also. In other
words, there comes a time when every product is des-
troyed and reduced back to its ultimate cause, the
paramdnus. This period of time is known as the period
of Cosmic Rest. After this period is over, again, out
of those very paramdnus, a fresh creation takes place.
This process has got neither any beginning nor any
end. It continues ad infinifuw.

But there are some (e.g., the Mimamsakas) who
do not believe in this process. They think that there
can be no universal destruction and consequently, there
is no possibility of any fresh creation after it. The
following will make the position of both the schools
clear.

II

OBJECTIONS AGAINST THE REALITY OF
COSMIC REST (PRALAYA) AND THEIR
REFUTATION

i. The Mimamsakas urge that every set of day
and night is found, necessarily, to be preceded by
another set of day and night, and that there is nothing
to deny the continuity of such a tradition either in the
past or in the future. This shows that there exists a
sort of causality between the infinite sets of days and
nights. Hence, it is presumed that there would not be
any occasion for the cessation of the universal activities,
and consequently, there is no pralaya at all.

To this it is said, in reply, that the above argument
is entirely wrong, as it is based on a false assumption.